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ORDINATION 
SERMON, 


J. Corinthians, IV. 1, 2. Let a man ſo account of us as the 
Miniſters of CHRIST; and Stewards of the myſteries of 
Gor. BY | 
Moreover, it is required of Stewards, that & man be 
found faithful 


1. theſe words, we have a deſcription of the nature 


and ' dignity of the office of a Goſpel Miniſter. He is the 
Miniſter of Cal Ar, and is made a Steward of no leſs im- 


portant a tire, than the ſacred myſteries of Cod. 


TnE A poſtle, alſo, ſuggeſts the importance of fe/:ty 
in that ſacred truſt. It is required of Stewards, that a 
man be found faithful,” Fidelity in a Steward is eflentially 
requiſite, It is in its nature an office of ru, and fidel- 
ity is ever ſuppoſed in ſuch an appointment; for no 
man will truſt his goods in the hands of one, who is 
not, in his view, a man of fidelity, 


THe text will naturally lead to a can, of 


the NATURE and DESIGN of the Chriſtian Miniſtry, and the im- 
gortance of FAITHFULNESsS in the Goſpel Miniſter, 


In proſecuting the ſubject, we mall attempt, 


1, To explain the oc and buſineſ5 of a Chriſtian Min- 
iſter, exhibited in the text. As being the Miniſter of 


Chriſt and a Steward ef the myſleries of God. 
II. 6 
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11. To ſhow when a Minifter of the Goſpel may be 
faid to be found faithful. NS 


- 


III. PoINT out the importance of faillful 77 15 and fidelity, 


1. We will briefly attend to the ce ert of tlie 
Goſpel Miniſter, as exhibited in the the text. 


Tas ArosTLE Paut, in our text, informs us how 
and in what manner Miniſters of the Goſpetare to be ac- 
counted and eſteemed by men. I-ſhall not ſpend time to 
ſhow, how they have been eſteemed, and what account has 
been made of the Chriſtian Miniſtry, by ifs and wick- 
ed men, but ſhall cqniider it more particularly as deſcri- 
bed in the text. 


I. Taz Avoiite d deſcribes the - Goſpel Miniſter , by his 
being a Miiiſier or ſervant of Chriſt. “ Let @ man fo ac- 
cont of us is of the Miniſters of Chriſt.” i i . 


SUCH men as are put into the work of the Goſpel 
0 5984 are nar, on the one hand, made Lords, or inde- 
Peſadeit rulers over men; nor, on the other hand, are 
they to be conſidered as in a ſtate of bondage and ſervitude 
to their fellow creatures although their work and bu- 
neſs, as Miniſters, very eſpecially re/þe&s men, yer they 
are not ſubject to their authority and controul. The 
Gofpel Miniſtry has a ſpecial reference ts the ſalvation of 
mankind, yet it is not under the djref;ou of men, Mini 
#ers enjoy thoſe natural rights which belang: to their fel- 
low creatures. Thy are nat to make the wi/ and ploa- 
fure of men their rale, but are to ſeek their approbation, 
only in ſubordination to the will and pleaſure of Jeſus 
Chriſt : and cz, on the other hand, EW no right to 
conutroaul! Miniſters, or to ate to them what dodfrines they 
ſhall teach, or in what manner the inan of the Goſ- 
pel ſhall be adininiterea ; for che Goſpel Miniſter is not 
tne miniſter or ſervant of neu, but of JESUS 8 
He is to execute the 10 4 of Chri't, to be governed 
him in cyery thing, Whether men will © hear or bar 
beak” | 

Ox 


7 


( 
On the other hand, although the Goſpel Miniſter i 
not to conſider himſelf as anſwerable to men, or as being 


under their controul, yet he is not to Jord it over them, 
as though he were not himſelf a ſervant ; for he is the 


| ſervant of Chriſt. —Althongh he is not to pleaſe him 


ſelf, nor men, yet he mult be ſubje& to Chriſt Jeſus. 


The Apoſtle Peter, when he replied, in behalf of himſelf . 


and the other Apoſtles, to the charge of the chief Prieſts 
and Council, who had commanded them to teach no 
more in the name of Jeſus, exhibited the true ſpirit of 


his office, Whether it be right, in ite fight of God, to heark- 


en unto you more than unto Cod, judge ye. e ought to obey 
Cod rather than men. The Apoſtle did not feel himſelf to 
be in a ſtate of ſuch bondage to men, as to be influenced 
by their will and pleaſure as to the doctrines he ſhould 
teach ; but he conſidered himſelf as the ſervant of Chriſt, 

and as bound to be ſubject to his pleaſure, whatever the 
conſequences might be, either with reſpent to others, or 
his own perſonal ſafety. 


Tax Miniſter of the Goſpel, a e his 
buſineſs is with men, yet he is not the fervant of men, 
but the ſervant of Chriſt. This being the caſe, he is by 


no means to be ſubject to the pleaſure of men he is not 
to accommodate his decfrine or practice, as a Miniſter, ei- 
ther to the prejudices or errors of mankind; but is to be 
holly dictated and ſupremely determined by the wil/ and 


authority of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Bor, it may be ſaid, this is no charaGeriſtic of the 


Chriſtian Miniſter; fer 4 Chriſtians are the ſervants of 
Chriſt. 


Anſwer. Tuar | 18 undoubtedly true; rieverthelols; 
it is an obſervation which tends to ſet the miniſterial of- 
fice in a proper point of light. It ſerves to ſhew the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, that however dignified their of- 


fice is, yet they are not lords—that they are but ſervants, 


and are to be under entire ſubjection to Jeſus. Chriſt, as 
their Lord and Ruler. On the other hand, it tends to 


inſpire the minds of mankind, with proper apprehenſions 
reſpecting 
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| reſpecting Goſpel Miniſters. particularly, it Ke thein 


to ſee, that the; „ in becoming Miniſters, have not forfeit- 
ed their zaiura! rights into the hands of men, and are not 
to be ſubject to the c/r0rs, prejudices and caprice of their 


flo e tue and allo, that the office of a Miniſter, 


lays him under obligations to preach and abide by the 
will' of Chrilt, whether people will hear or forbear.“ 


Tut en, that Miniſters are the ſervants or 
Miniſters of Chriſt, although ir ſerves to- qualify the of- 
ſice, yet, it muſt be confeſled, it does not give a very 
diſſin auiſhing e, 5 of it.— T herefore The Apoſtle” 
obſerves, 


. 


2. Tar the Miniſter of the Goſpel, is alfo to be 
conſidered as a Steward of the myſlerics of Col. 5 


In this expreſſion, the Apoſtle deſcribes the peculiar 
and diſiygitiſhing nature of the miniſterial office. In his 
ſaying that Miniſters are *Stewards of the myſteries of Cod, af 
he briefly comprehends their. u work and buſineſs as 
Miniſters of Chriſt, In this paſſage, the Apoſtle alludes 
to a great houſe or family, wherein ee ſervant is ſet 
apart, to whom the maſter commits his goods, to be 
dealt out to the other ſervants and dependents, as occa- 
Len may ꝛcquire, and as the maſier directs. This ſervant , 
is called a 3 In alluſion to that, Miniſiers are call- 

ed Stearelt; as having ſomething committed to them, to 
be Naributed to others as occaſion requires, and as 
Jeſus Chrilt directs. 


TAR Apoſtle expreſsly teaches us, what hat is which 
Chriſt ſeſus has committed to the Miniſters of the Gol. 
pet. It is not „ler org, precious flones or coſtly jewels, 
but the zrcafzzre comprehends all “e myflerics of Cod.“ 


By the Heis Cod we are to underſtand the doc- 
1711s, preceprs and /ucr ants which are enjoined in his 
word. The ſacred ! {criptures contain a e of truths 


and 1 „ Which are deſigned for mankind. I his 


yttem is often called a . probably, becauſe the, 
8 principal 


+ 4 


0) 
þrincipa al. Fe capital” truths whith are e in 79 
were originally ſecrets, and ſo matters of mere revelation 3, 
and cannot; even ons be compre el thee ep 
import and extent. . 
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trines of the po TY the e 44 in⸗ 


ſtitutions of the Chriſtian religion,” are called myſteries. 
«« We ſpeak, (ſays the Apoſtle Paul) the idem of Cod in 4 
myſtery.” i, Great is the myſtery of godline/i ; Cod manifeſt in 
the fleſh,” Ec. Our Saviour thus addreſſes his diſciples, 
© Unto you is given to know the myſteries of the kingdom 
of heaven.” By which. we are doubtleſs to underſtand 
thoſe doctrines and truths which relate to the kingdom of 
heaven. The Apoſtle, Paul, inhis letter to the Coloſſians, 
calls the Goſpel ““ whereof he was made a Miniſter, the 
| myſtery which hath been bid from ages,” Ke. e 


War AT makes i it further evident that bs itt bene 
of God is meant the truths and inſlitutions which are con- 
tained in the -Gofpel, is this; we are taught that the 
principal buſineſs of Miniſters is to reach and incrlcate thoſs 
d:Grines on mankind. Hence the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks bf 
the Goſpel as being committed to his truſt.” - % A- 
cording (ſays he) to the Goſpel of the bleſſed God com- 
mitted ro my truſt : refering to his charge as a Goſpel 

. Miniſter; for it follows in «the next verſe : I thank 
Chrift Jeſus dur Lord; who hath enabled meg for that he counted: 
- me ſaithiul, putting me into the work of the miniſtry.” It is 
evident, I'truſt, from theſe references to the ſacred 
fcriptures, that, by the myſteries of God, is meant 
the goctrines & inſtitutions of the -Goſpel. Miniſters , then, 
are Stewards of the datfrines - and 1 inſtirurions EE 
CEN 


Warts it is faid, that Mi nifters FIN d of the 
is e of God, we are doubtleſs to underſtand that 
the Goſpel, compriſing its doctrines and inſtitutions, is, 
in the ſame peculiar ſenſe, committed to them; that they 
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Steward always implies a truſt of x goods. Þ when it is 
foid that Miniſters are Stewards, 04 very firſt idea which 
is conveyed to the mind is, that they, by office, are en- 
truſtsd with a treaſure ; and we are clearly informed that 
this treaſure is of no leſs conſequence and importance 


thay the myſteries of God. the OW. * and inſtitu- 


tions of the Goſpel. 


* ir may be obſer ved farther," chat 3 have 
goods committed to them, not merely for their ou uſe 


and benefit, but to be dealt out and diſtributed to oth- 
ers. A ſervant is riot entruſted with his Lord's god, 


merely to'keep them, or enjoy them himſelf, but for the 
benefit of others. Thus it is with Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel, as Stewards of the myſteries of God. It is evident 
from the ſcriptufes, that Miniſters are made Stewards 
of the-myſteries of God, compriſing the doctrines and in- 
flitutions of the Goſpel, for the following purpoſes : 


"i T0 keep and preſerve them) pare + and uncorrapted. 


ö iy it is, in part, the bulinefs of a . to keep 
and preſerve his maſter's, goods from injury and damage, 
to it is the buſineſs of Miniſters, as Stewards of the myſ- 
teries of God, to keep and preſerve, pure and uncorrupted, 
the ſacred doctrines and inſtitutions. of the Gofpet. 
Hence the Apoſtle Paul directs Timothy to“ hold faſt the 
form of ſound. words e and, ſays he, that good thing; 
Which was committed unto thee, keep. 0, Timothy, 
keep that which is committed unto thy truſt. The Apoſtle 
Paul ſays, in plain terms, that he, as a Miniſter, was 
let far the defence of the Goſpel.—Miniſters, as Stew- 


dards of the myſteries of God, therefore, are to keep and 


\preſerve, pure and uncorrupred, the. do@rines and inſti 
tations of the Gofpel. | 711 11 


a” 2. ANOTHER. thing directly deſigned 1 the office of 
the Chriſtian miniſtry, is, the diſpenſation, of Goſpel doe- 
trines and inſtitutions, or, a diffuſion of the an. 
of them. n mankind. 


1 5 
Tas ; debgn of Chriſt, in . his Miniſters Stews 


ards of Goſpel doctrines and inſtitutions, was not, mere». 


ly, their profit and advantage, by putting them into @- 
peculiar poſſeſſion of them ; but his deſign was that they 
Would diſpenſe and communicate them-to their fellow 
men. A Steward in a heuſehold is not only to keep his: 
Lord's goods, ſo that they are not injured, but, by of- 


fice, he is to diſpenſe them regularly to others. And 1 it 
is the defign of the office of the Chriſtian Miniſtry, and 
the buſineſs of a Goſpel Miniſter, to communicate and 
diſpenſe Goſpel truths and inſtitutions to mankind. 
Hence, it is required of Miniſters to be ſkilfu} in the 


word to be apt fo teach and rightly to divide the 
word of truth. N 


Ix a word, it ears that the Gospel Miniſtry is 
the great repoſitory of divine truth. That the Goſpel, 
«ompriling 3 its doctrines and inftitutions, is coinmitted' 
into the hands of Miniſters, to be kept and preſerved 
pure and uncorrupted ; and to be communicated to man- 

ind. This is the plain language of qur text. And, 
from fact and obſervation, it becomes evident that, when 


this ſtanding mean has failed; when Miniſters have em- 


braced errors, and corrupted the dodrines and inſtitutions of 


the Goſpel „the world in general has been overwhelmed 
In ignarance and corruption. 16 50 


Havixe made theſe explanatory obſervations, I ſhall 
proceed to conſider, , 


1. Wars Miniſters, as Stewards of the myſteries 
of God, may be faid to be faund faithful. 


Taz Apoſtle, in the text, ſums up the who/e duty of 


| Miniſters in their being faithful. When he ſays it is re- 


122 of them, as Stewards, to be found faithful, he 
oth not mean that it is required” of them to obtain the 
«pprobation of mankind—that they ſo preach the Goſpel 
and adminiſter the inſtitutions of it, as ' ſhall be accepts Lt 
to men; but, that they he faithful in the view of Jefis 
Chriſt, * Lord and Maſter. Hence the Apoltle yn, 
in 
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10 the words e e follow the text, « With 
me it is a very ſmall thing that I ſhould be judged f , yea or 
of man's Judgment — Hut he that judgeth me in the Lord.“ 
Miniſters are the ſervants of Chriſt, and Chriſt is their 
ſupreme judge. What nen think or judge, is of very 
little conſequence, compared with the judgment and ap- 
probation of Cnklsr, who 3 is the final judge of all men. 


"WET what is jt to be found faithful ? what 1s impli- | 
ed in and neceflary to it, is an inquiry of importance, 
and naturally offers iſelf in this place. | 


_ Ws will now briefly attend tg it, —The Sredtenr ! in- 

iry will be confined, to theſe "things which are 
included, in being found faithful, as. Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and Stewards of the myſteries of God —— Being faithful 
conliſts, jn general, in a puuctual di :/charge of the duties of 


ſuch au offict. The faithfulneſs of a © Miniſter cannot be 


determined, by the /ucc:/5 or viſible effe&s of his Miniſtry, 
His ſucceſs, in effecting the ſalvation of mankind, is de- 


pendent on the mighty power of Gop. Hz ſucceeds 


and preſpers means and faithful eodenvecrk as ſeemeth 
good unto him. God hath various purpoſes to anſwer 
by the Miniſtry of the Goſpel. As Chriſt was * ſet for 
the falling and riſing again of many in lirael,” fo thoſe 
Purpoſes will be promoted, through the medium of the 
Goſpel Miniſtry, We hear the faithful prophet Iſaiah, 
lamenting, ** have laboured in vain, I have ſpent my 
ſtrength for naught.” The prophet Jeremiah com- 
plains, that under his faithful exertions and endeavours 
the wicked were not pjucked away.” And Ezekiel 
informs us, that his people © heard his words, but did 


them not.” And the Miniſtry of our Saviour was very 


unſucceſsful, as ro ſecuring the ſalvation of the Jews.— 
And, we are aſſured, that although Iſrael be not ſaved 
or gathered, yet the Faithful labourer ſhall be | glorious 
in the eyes of the Lord.— All which imply, that a Miniſ- 
ter or Steward of the myſteries of God may be faithful, 
and yet his labours be attended with very little viſble | 
ſuccels, in ſecuring the lalvation nen. ; 

Bor, 


5 
> (ea 
Bur, I would proceed, poſitively, to paige out 15 | 
- chings which are ob WE: . in a Miniſter $ be» 
ing found faithful. * 952 | 


1. OxE thing which is ok evidently bee 105 


that his heart be engaged | in the work. 


IN every caſe where mankind are called to zect, if 


their hearts are not engaged, they will ever be ſlack one 
dilatory. And we have eyery reaſon to conclude this 


will be the caſe with the Goſpel Miniſter, if his heart 
be not engaged in the work. It will be a mere piece of 


drudgery ; ; and he will only act over the part of the ſer⸗ 


vant in the parable, who burſed his talents, and account- 


ed his Lord a ſevere and hard maſter. Indeed, the want. 


of ſuch an heart is, in its own nature, an inſtance of 


perfidy ; for the Miniſter, when he enters upon the 
work, profeſſedly prefers it to every other ſervice, and: 
engages to make it his great work and buſineſs. 


Y "+ 4 


2. To being ound faithful, it is neceſſary that 2 


Miniſter of Chriſt carry. into practice and form his /ife up- 
an the holy and ſelf. deny ing maxims of the Goſpel. 


Tux life and practice of a Miniſter is conſidered as 


one ſpecial mean of inſtruction, and as neceſſary to in - 
force, on others, the ſacred precepts of the Goſpel. 
Our Saviour thus addrefled his diſciples, Let your light fo 
ſhine before men, that they may ſee your good works, and glori- 
f your father who is in heaven,” How, very forcibly and 
pointedly does the Apoſtle Paul reprove ſuch Miniſters 
as may teach and inforce on men their duty and moral ob- 


ligations, and yet not fmt thoſe duties themſelves.” 


He thus expolt ulates *© Thou that teacheſt another, 
teacheſt thou not thyſelf & Thou that preacheſt that a man ſhould 
not STEAL, doft thou STEAL?” There is the fame inconſiſt- 
ency and infidelity, i in all caſes, where a Goſpel Miniſter. 
fails, in carrying into practice, the pure and ſelf- deny - 
ing principles of the Goſpel. If his life and manners are 
formed on the principles and by the maxims of this. 
| york 7 75 is bin 25 unfaitbful : and inſtead of promoting 
1 ä the 


* . ˙ LETT a+ rs TT 


dierſtanding are peculiarly requiſite in a TH 


| Mi go, 

che Intereſts of dle) Wa the OY of the Goſpel, . 
| he'is a ſtumbling block and obſtacle in the way of it; 
whatever the principles and « doctrines are, which com: 


poſe wy. public diſcourſes. 


3 AxornER thing requiſite t to a Miniſter s being be- 
ing foqnd faithfal is, a diligent ſ/zdy and thorough ac- 
green with the dactriues and inſtitutions of the Goſpel. 


Hr ig a Steward of the mylteries of God.” He 
has the Goſpel, e ha all the doctrines and inſtitu- 
tions of Chriſtianity, committed to him, to defend and un- 


fold ty mankind. But how can be preſerve and deſend the 


dolirines and inſlitations of the Goſpel, unleſs he be well 
acquainted with them ? And how can he teach and in- 


force them on others, unleſs he have a thorough under-, 
ſtanding of them himſelf ? —Fidelity, therefore, in the 


firſt inſtance requires, that a Miniſter and Steward of the 
myſteries of God ſhauld be diligent in his gudies, and pain- 
ful in his reſtarcbes after divine truth. Azowledge and un- 
3 and neg- 
ligence and indolence in ſearching for Tg _ argue 
great unfaithfulneſs. | | 


N 


4 Trar a Miniſter be found faithful, it * noceſffary 


| that he faithfully di ;ſpenſes the Wee and adminiſters the 


inſtitutions of the Goſpel, 


Tux myſteries of the Goſpel are committed to him as 
Steward, that they may be diſpenſed unto men; and not 
uſed, merely for his own private entertainment or amuſe- 
ment, It is one part of the office of a Steward to %, 
penſe and diſtribute the goods committed to him. This, 
as has already been ſhown, is one great and important 
part of the buſineſs of a Goſpel Miniſter, conſidered as a 
Steward of the myſteries of God. He is to communicate 
the knowledge of divine truths, and adminiſter the inſtitu- 
tions of the Goſpel to his fellow creatures—I may now 
add, that this is a very important part of his work and 
office. This part of his work merits a particular qualiſica · 
tion. I truſt I ſhall be indulged a few particular une 
vations on this part of the miniſterial office. 


15 ) 
T therefoſ "EW, e 


— 1 Fidelity implies, that a Miniſter nach a 
the truths and diſpenſe al the inſtitutions of the Goſpel, 


va 


H is à Steward of 40 the myſteries of God. His a 


Ps and truſt is not confined to ſome doctrines and 
truths. It has ſometimes been ſaid, that ſome doctrines 
which are eonfeſſedly taught in the Goſpel, ought net 
to be frequently, if ever, hand led and inforced by Minif- 


ters. Such as the dodrines of divine decrees—the ſove- 
reignty of God in the ſalvation of men, &c.—But may 


we not, yea mult we not conclude, that epery doctrine 
which was thought warthy of a place among the myſteries 
of God, ſhould be taught The inforced on mankind |! Was 


it not becauſe they were important to be known, that a 


place was allotted to them in divine revelation l If ſo, 


(and we cannot account for their being there on any; othet 
principle). can Miniſters be faithful unleſs they teach and 


inforce them? Have they a right to judge over the head of 
divine revelation, what is fitting and adyantageous for 
mankind to know: Does not the concluſion, - that doe - 
trines and truths which Chriſt has ſeen fit to reveal, 
ſhould not be WC Wp a imply 2 9555 "_ 
of 1 irreverence . | 


Ir there are truths in the Goſpel which in ſome views 
of them are attended with diſicuitiet, yea, are incompre- 
henſible by men, can it be a reaſon why they ſhould nor 
be taught and inforeed, ſince Chriſt has given them a 
place in the Goſpel revelation. If that were a ſufficient 
reaſon, Miniſters muſt no more preach upon the being, at- 

!ributes and government of God; for there are things be- 
longing to thoſe- ſubjects which are inſorutable and abſo- 
lutely incomprehenſible te then. Thoſe doctrines | which 
Chriſt has revealed, and ſo far as he hath ſeen fit to re- 
veal them, Miniſters may warrantably fee fit to preach ; 
for they are not to aſſume more wiſdom or prudence, 
than the preat author of the Chriſtian revelation. And, 
Chriſt's revealing paar and commiting them to 
| i SES 6 * 
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| . as bis Stewards, is a ſufficient ws warrant, and of 
the: nature of a direct. in junction, to ranch them; 


for they are to « diſcloſe the whole counſel of God.“ 
1 SEE not why 3 in ſach 2 kind of deficacy and Prudence 


: as prompts Miniſters to omit, In their, preaching, par» 


ticular doctrines, which are contained in the Goſpel, 
they do not aſſume more wiſdom & prudence than can be 
attributed to. the great author. of the Chriſtian revelation. 


| Sorrun me further to obſerve, that jm order to a 
Miniſter's being found faithful, it is neceſſery not only to 
teach all the doctrines aud truths of the Golpet, but he 
muſt teach them and ” 20 nee as they are 
exhibited wy, Jeſus ( Chriſt. dp... 


Me is the Steward ol the erh of God. He 


Has no right to a/ter or vary them in the leaſt ; for the 
i Goſpel, being what it is, is committed to him. © Woe 
unto me, (ſaid the Apoſtle. Paul,) if Ipreach' not the Goſ- 
Pel.“ Therein God exhibits truths & /ifiſtitutions as He 
would have them taught and adminiſtered to mankind. 
Miniſters cannot add to or diminiſh from them, with- 


out breach of truſt. - They muſt make the 'Gofpel their 
rule, and not accommodate its doctrines to the errors or 


taſtes of men. FE 1 


Tus treths of the Coſpel a are ſo IR * dehy ſo 


My calculated to gratify the corrupt taſtes of the world. 

that if they are taught and inforced in their purity, with- 
out any ſmoothing or ſoftening, Miniſters will not, or- 
dinarily; fail of nurting the feelings of more or fewer of 
their hearers. There is, tkerefore, a violent temptation 
before them, te ſoften and accommodate its truths to the 
corru prions of mankind, vor whe fake of po. = popular 
— N A 7 | b 


Bu vr in it raph} gh. fidelity to foek peace by faoh | 
means! Are they not the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stew- 
ards of the myſteries of God ? In taking ſuch meaſures, 
would they not * handle the word of the Lord deceit- 

folly,” 


TY 4 


R fully, and corrupt - 5-4 3 3 to „ tbeir 


truſt? and, inſtead of being faithful to the ſouls of inen, 


would they not, by ſuth liberties, | betrayt them toe 
ruin ? Are men more likely to be ſaved by the doctrines 
of the Goſpel, a little / oftewed, t than when they - are held 
up in that ſtrict and pure point of light in which the Gof- 
pel exhibits them ? Will faithful ſervants thus judge : 
Did our Saviour misjudge, relative to the moſt advanta- 
geous method of revealing divine truths ? 


Tux obſervations which have been 8 e 


to teaching the dociriues of Chriſtianity, are equally appli- 
cable to the adminiſtration of divine ordinances and inſtitu- 
tions. Faithfulnefs will induce Miniſtets to apply and 


adminiſter them as the Goſpel directs; without accom- 


modating them, either to the prejudices or errors of 
mankind, No errors relative to them are neceſſary.— 
Miniſters are not to pleaſe themſelves nor other men, 

þut © Chriſt Jeſus the Lord,“ for they are his Miniſters 
_and Stewards. Chriſt's will 1 is to be their rule in all 
their adminiſtrations, Seeking peace, or pleaſing man- 
kind, vb adding to or varying from the will ef Chriſt, as 


it is exhibited in the Golpel, mul be an a& of perkdy 
and unfalthfulneſs. 5 


Rur mankind; it may be ſaid, will have their pre- 
judices „and imbibe many errors reſpecting the truths and 
ordinances of the Goſpel : And if truth is to be rigidly 
- inculcated,and the ordinances, as to their adminiſtration, 
are to be //rily regulated by it, the minds of mankind 
will be / irritated, that there will be no ſuch thing as 


rectifying their miſtakes ; but if their errors and preju - 


dices are a little indulged, they may, in time, be ſet right. 


- We muſt become all things to all men, that we may gain 


ſome. 


In aufer to ſuck'a fggefifhn I would aſk, from 
whence Miniſters derive power and authority. to / 22 r 
accommodate truths and ordinances to the taſtes and errors 
of men ?—Nid Chriſt give them this authority, when he 
made them Stewards of the my teries of God ? Did not 

C bun | 
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Chriſt know, when he made a revelation, that a little 
loftening and further accommodation of truths and ordi- 
nances to the errors and prejudices of men, would be 
more likely/t6'win them? Why then did he not adopt 
ſuch f nicaſure ? Or did he defign that his. Miniſters 
hob hi- have the honor of ſuch an invention? Beſides, : 
Where is the warrant to be found for ſeeking peace, or 
advancing the ſalvation of men, wy, was other means | 
than by a fair diſpenſation of truth? . 


Frox the nature of the caſe it an F e e 
bly evident,” that Miniſters, would they be found faith- 
ful, muſt preach truths and adminiſter ordinances as they 
are exhibited'i in the See 


* 4 


bs idea, that it is neceſſary: to / en and palliate 
-doQrines, and to /hape the adminiſtration of ordinances, 
by the ere and errors of men, moſt certainly caſts the 
higheſt reflection on Jeſus Chriſt, the author of the Goſ- 
bel revelation ; as it ſuppoſes, that the wiſdom of men 
is wiſer than the wiſdom of Chriſt. It is the buſineſs of 
4 Steward to diſpenſe his maſter's goods, as his Lord di- 
wects: And the ſuppoſition, that Miniſters may ſo far be- 
wome. all things to all men, as to ſoften doctrines and 
accommodate ordinances to the pleaſures or errors of 
men, is to ſuppoſe, that they are the ſervants of z2ez, 
-Hiftead of being the Miniſters of Chriſt and Stewards of 
Gd... e 55 . 


. ene obſerve again; ; That Ty Miniſters world * 
found faithful, they muſt teach the doctrines and truths 
of the Goſpel Sari , and to the underſtandings of men. 


Tabrns ought not to be exhibited, in ſuch terms, 


as flall either tend to miſrepreſent them, or to veil them 
in ſuch obſcurity, as to confound the underſtandings of 


their hearers. The deſign of preaching is inſtruction.— 
Lhe truths. and doctrines of the Goſpel muſt, therefore, 
ce ſo- exhibited as has the moſt direct tendency to lead 
"The minds of mankind to an apprehenſion of them. It is 
handling the word of the Lord deceitfully, to miſrepre- 
ſent its doctrines, or even to ale ſuch vg, indeterminate 


aud 


LS 


(9 3 | odio ; 

and equivocal language, as leaves bein f in — bi- 

delity in a teacher always requires, that he teaches the 

truth, in a clear and determinate manner: And nothing 

can be more inconſiſtent, 1 in ſuch a character, than fears of 
being underſtood. 2 


P 


FURTHERMORE ; If a Miniſter would be found faith- 


ful in preaching, he muſt rightly divide the Wy all: 
and make a proper application of it. 


Alrnovch fidelity requires, that all the truths of 
the Goſpel, without any exception, be preached, yet 
there is room left for the exerciſe of wiſdom, in adapt- 

ing truths to the circumſtances of mankind in giving 

due weight and 2 proper place to the various truths, 
which the Goſpel contains. Truths of the greateſt conſe- 
quence are to be moſt frequently illuſtrated and inforced. 
The various truths of the Goſpel are, alſo, to be adapt- 
ed to the circumſtances of mankind, At leaſt ſuch an ad- 
vantage is to be taken of all the circumſtances which at- 
tend men, as ſhall give the greateſt force ayd energy to 
inſtructions. 


. FAITHFULNESS conſiſts, in a great meaſure, f in rightly 
dividing the word of mb or in applying it to the dif- 
ferent characters and circumſtances of men. Eſpecially 
is this the caſe, reſpecting the encouragements and promiſ- 
e of the Goſpel, particularly in applying them to the 
ſecure and awakened, the penitent and believing. There is, 
in theſe caſes, great room, on the one hand, for faith- 
fulneſs, and on'the other, for unfaithfulueſs, by daubing 
« with antempered mortar,” If the encouragements and 
promiſes of the Goſpel are 72; ofpiicd, they are not only 
Fe repreſented, but mankind will be flattered towards ru- 


in, and be in imminent danger of periſhing, «with a 


lie in their right hand. ws 


ThE Goſpel moſt evidandly confines the promiſes and 
encouragements of ſalvation, to the penitent and beljeving—- 
to the regenerate and rea/convert lf theſe are adminiſter- 


gd to impenitent ſingers, whatever their other circum- 
ſtances 
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ſtances may be, the Goſpel is perverted, and the ſouls 


of ſiuners comforted; While they are in the broad wy to 
Tuin and deſtruction. | | 


* 


Tre i is very great davger of unfaithfulneſs f in this 
raſpde. A benevolent Miniſter, who has compaſſionate 
feclings for the ſouls of his fellow creatures, eſpecially 
when he deals with ſinners under great diſtreſs, in a 
view of their dreadful ſituation , will be in danger, out 
of pity, of exceeding the bounds of his commiſſion, in 
adminiſtering comfort to them. He will be expoſed to 
conſider it, as being a kind of crueliy to preach the 
terrars of the Law to them, under their particular cir- 
cumſtances, leſt they be drawn into deſpair. But faith- 
fülneſs ever demands of Miniſters, that they make 
truth their rule ; and ſo keep up the dividing line, be- 
tween ſaints and ſinners, of every denomination. There 
is, in the ſacred ſcriptures, a moſt important diſtinction 
made between behevers and mnbelievers, The formen, 
whether high or low, are conſidered as the heirs of the 
Goſpel Salvation: And unbelievers, whether ſecure or 
awakened, are viewed and treated as under the curſe of 
the law, and as having no part in Chriſt. To be/ever:s 
appertain all the promiſes of the Goſpel ; and to unbe- 
lievers all the curſes of the Law. Therefore, to theſe 
different characters, a different portion muſt ever be 
dealt out. 


CRvixc peace unto unbelievers, is feeding them with 
deluſion; and inſtead of its encouraging them on in the 
way of ſalvation, it only flatters and eſtabliſhes them in 
the road to ruin and deſpair.— Being found faithful, 
therefore, conſiſts in a great meaſure, in Miniſters 
rightly dividing the word of truth; or in a juſt applica- 
tion of it to the different circumſtances of men. 


THest obſervations may be ſufficient to point out 
and ſhow how neceflary it is, that the truths and inſti- 
tutions of the Goſpel be faithfully diſpenſed, and in what 
reſpects, to a Miniſter's being found faithful, 


I SHALL - 


& | . 
gr] 
I mall only further add, 


* 
. Tuer to Miniſters being found faithful, it is ne-. | 1 

rell ary they be zealous, fervent and active in the diſcharge 
of every * of their work, as e of the Myſte - | 
riss of God, | —Y 


-— vos > 
%.. 


CoLDness „ Indifferency and Jath peculiarly unbecome a* 
i | Goſpel Miniſter. His work is, in its pature, ſo excel- 
lent, and its tendency ſo important, as that the greateſt 
tzeal and animation is incumbent. The Goſpel Miniſtry 
is the great inſtituted mean of maintaining the prrity of 
Geſpel dofrines and inſtitutions, and of diffuſing the 
knowledge of them in the world—it is the appointed 
mean of bringing about reconciliation between God and 
men. It is hence called © the myſtery of reconciliation.”* _ 
What work and buſineſs then, demands zeal & engaged- 
neſs, jf this does not If a want of fervency and zeal 
argue unfaithfulneſs in any caſe, it muſt be in a work 0 
and buſineſs of ſo much conſequence „as chat af the Goſpel 
Miniſtry. | 


Bor I muſt not enlarge further 1 this head of 
inquiry. I proceed, therefore, 


111. To conſider the importance of what is required 
of Miniſters in the text, viz. That they be ©* found faith - 
ful; Or, why Goſpel Miniſters ſfiould be fairbfal. 


Tury are Stewards of the myſteries of God: And as the 


Apoſtle obſerves, _ 10 requires of Stewards, that a man be 
Found faithſul,”? 


TukRE are almoſt „ things which offer 

themſelves to conſideration under this inquiry; but I 

hall only mention the following, with as little eglarge- 
ment as the importance of the ſubject will admit, 


1. TE reaſonableneſs and importance of faithful- 


_ neſs, in Miniſters, 18 obyzous from the nature of their of- 
fice, 
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Tukv are Stewards of tlie myſteries of God. Te 4 
office of a Steward is an office of fruſt. A Steward has 
goods committed to him. Such is the nature of his truſt, 


as that faithfulneſs is peculiarly neceflary ; for other wiſe, 


of all the ſervants of his Lord, he will, ordinarily, do 


; him the greateſt jury. Tie 1s enim true reſpect- 


ing the Miniſters of Chriſt; they are Stewards of the 
myſteries of God; and ſo are capable of being eminently 


ſerviceable to mankind, and of doing the greateſt injury to 
Chriſt's cauſe. They may, by faithfully diſpenſing the 


myſteries of God to men, preſerve the purity of Goſpel 
doctrines and inſtitutions, and be a mean of introducing 


their-fellow creatures to the enjoyment of all the bleſſ- 
ings of the Goſpel ſalvation ; as they may be a mean of 
corrupting the Goſpel, and of flattering mankind to ruin 


ow deſtruction. Theſe things are greatly dependent on 
de faithfulneſs of Miniſters, ' If it be ever required of 
e b to be faithful (as it evidently is in all caſes) 


It muſt be peculiarly ſo, in the caſe under conſideration. 


2. TE end and defies gu of the office of the Goſpel 
Miniſtry is ſuch, as makes ĩt highty important that Miniſ- 


ters are faithful. 


Ix this office, the myſteries of God, or the dodrines 
and inſtitutions of the Goſpel, are depuilied. By it, as 
the principal mean, Chriſtianity is to be ſupported and 
propagated in the world—the purity of its doctrines and 
Inſtitutions is to be preſerved, and the knowledge of 
them diffuſed among mankind, If this mean fails, the 
great ordinary mean of ſalvation 1 is unſucceſsful, _ 


THar the doctrines and inſtitutions of the Goſpel 
have been ſo far maintained, in their purity, and the 
knowledge of them been diffuſed over ſo great a part of 
the habitable world, has been owing, under God, to 
the inſtitution of the Goſpel Miniſtry, And, nothing 
has been more fatal to the progreſs of Chriſtianity, thay 
the errors and unfaithfulneſs of its Miniſters, 


As the preſervation of the purity, and the diffuſion 
| | | * 
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23 
of the knowledge of Chriſtiasity i in the world; 18 1470 
ding on this office, ſo faithfulneſs in Miniſters 3 is a mat- 
ter of the higheſt conſequence. As the honor of Chriſt 
and the ſucceſs of his cauſe is depending, ſo, there is the 


higheſt motive to excite ne to the moſt faithful ex- 


ert ions. <4 


Taz Chriſtian Miniſtry 3 is inſtituted, by God, as the 
principal mean, of calling in and training up for glory, 
thoſe ſons and daughters which were given to Chriſt, in 
the covenant of redemption : and of carrying into execu- 
tion the treaty of peace and reconciliation. It is hence, 
the buſineſs and employment of Miniſters is fummed up, 
in their praying and beſeeching men, in Chriſt's ſtead, to be 


reconciled unto God. The object, therefore, Which is 
principally refpected in the divine government, viz, 
the work of redemption, to which all the affairs of an- 
gels, the rife and fall of earthly kingdoms and empires 


is ſubordinated, is the object and end of the Chriſtian Min- 
Ir 7. Ve (ays the Apoſtle Paul) are workers bon 


with hin. 


 'THeREFORE, if it hs important, that the dogriner 


and inſtitutions of the Goſpel be preſerved pure and un- 
corrupted in the world that a knowledge of them be 


diffuſed among mankind the treaty of reconciliation be 


ſucceeded, and the ſouls of mankind faved, it is import- 
ant that Miniſters be found faithful. You, if it be im- 


portant, that Chriſt himſelf, who is the Chief Biſhop,” 


be faithful, it is proportionably fo, that Miniſters ſhould, 

for they are workers together with Him. There is Soo 
claſs of men ſo immediately engaged in the advancement of 
the cauſe of Chriſt, as Miniſters are, by office : And the 
labors and exertions of no one ſet of men ſo immediately 


affect it. | | 

3. AnoTneR reaſon why Miniſters ſhould be found 
faithful is, their accountab/eneſs to Chriſt, and the perſon- 
al intere fs which they have at ſtake, 


As they are the Miniſters and Stewards of Chriſt, fo 


they 
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they muſt certainly give up an account of cbeir Steward- 


thip. And there is no claſs or order of men, whoſe ac- 
count will be more ſolemn, or whoſe rewards will be more 


diſtinguiſhed, Chriſt has feen fit to commit, to no order 


of men, ſuch intereſts, as he has given in truſt to Goſ- 
pel Miniſters. He, in his Providence, puts ſome men in 
truſt, with an abundance of the riches and periſhing arti- 
cles of the preſent world. Some men he conſtitutes 2he 
guardians of the civil and political intereſts of mankind 
but, to Miniſters he has committed his Ge/pe/,--ant the 
management of the affairs of his Church and kingdom. 


They are © Stewards of the Myſteries of God.” As they 


have the moſt important intereſts given them in truſt, ſs 
their account will be peculiatly folemn and intereſting, 


Ir i is a ſcripture maxim, that hate much is giv- 


en, much will be required :” and, that future reward? 


will be proportioned to the talent. which have been re- 


ceived. 


How great and ſolenin then the fewnrds, liter of 
Life or Death, which are refexved for Goſpel Miniſters ! 
The talents with which they are intruſted are ſingularly - 
great. . How diſtinguiſhed are their advantages ! Their 
work and buſineſs leads them to be forever converſant 
with thoſe truths, on which their ow eternal ſalvation 
is depending. Their who/: time is to be devoted to /earch- 
ing into the myſteries of God, and preaching the un- 
ſearchable riches of Chriſt. Their office leads them 
to dEvote every day to the buſinefs of religion. This pe- 
culiar privilege is given them by Chriſt. They have the 
beſt opportunity to make advances in Knowledge and un- 
derſtanding, and to grow and increaſe in all Chriſtian 
graces. They are under the moſt ſingular advantages, 
to advance their o ſpiritual intereſts ; and to be pe- 
culiarly inſtrumental in VEE the ſalvation of their 
fellow creatures, 


FroM theſe conſiderations, the inference is clear 
and ſtriking, that of all men, the account which Goſpel 
Miniſters 
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zuiniters will finally render, will be the at ſolemu, 
and their rewards and retributions the moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ed. If they be faithful, they will “ ſhine as the bright- 
neſs of the firmament and as ſtars forever and ever.” — 
But if, with their diſtinguiſhed truſts, peculiar advanta- 
ges and multiplied talents, they are unfaithful, they muſt 
expect that their future deſtiny will be as Ay 


wretched and deplorable. 

Finally, 

4. Tas laſt reaſon, I have now time to mention 4 
why Miniſters ſhould be faithful, is the preſent ſtate of 
the world and circumſtances of religion. 


Taz circumſtances of the preſent time are ſuch as 
call for the faithful and moſt ſtrenuous exertions of Min- 
iſters. The broad way to ruin, we have reaſon ta 
think, is peculiarly thronged and crouded. It is a truth, 
however lamentable, that, although the Goſpel has been 
enjoyed in this nation in the moſt liberal manner, open 
Infidelity and down-right Deiſm are prevalent to an 
alarming degree; and that among ſome of the influen- 
tial, and otherwife moſt promiſing characters in the na- 
tion—other errors of various kinds, not leis balefnt 
in their influence, are creeping in and gaining 
ground among us. But this is not all, however great 
the dangers are, on account of the conſiderations which 
have been mentioned ; yet may it not be ſaid they are 
equally great, if not more Aan from other attend- 
ing circumſtances ? 


Ir is too obvious to eſcape notice, that among thoſe 
who call themſelves believers in the Chr ian ſyſtem, there 
is a moſt ſtupid and prevailing enge relative to 
inſtituted means of grace, and the moſt important re- 
quirements of the Goſpel. Peace, Peace, a little more 
ſleep and a little more ſlumber, is the general cry among 
mankind, There appears, in general, very little con- 
cern to ſecure the ſalvation, or to live upon the PROS 
and holy maxims of the Goſpet. 

D | DO un 
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' Ov dangerous and alarming fruation would hats 
been much leſs, had not profeſſors of religion, or the Churck- 


en, fallen into the general deluſion. Is it not obvious, 
that profefiors of Chriſt, if not the paſtors of the Charch- 
es, are gr adually declining from the pure maxims of the 


Goſpel, and adopting thoſe of this world ? Where is 


that ric, fervent piety and brotherly love, which ſo em- 


inently Ania guibed the followers of Chriſt, in the pri- 
mitive ages of Chriſtianity ? That warchfulneſ, and diſci- 
fle, which rendered the Church, formerly, ſo fair, and 
terrible as an army with banners, is almoſt departed 
from us. There is ſuch a departure from the pure doc- 
trines of grace, that if the members of the Churches in 
general, were really, tried by them, as a ?7e/t of their 
Chriſtian ſtanding, and as a term of Chriſtian communion, 
have we not - 88888 to fear it would ſhake them to the 
very centre | 


Bor, if my fears and «pected ſhould be thought, 
by any, to be carried too far, yet moſt certainly it is 
the caſe, that the prevalence of errors of various kinds, 
a loſs of moral ſenſe; and ſtupidity, relative to eternal 
things, are ſo prevalent, that the road to ruin muſt be 
exceedingly thronged, and the cauſe of r eligion and vir- 
tue muſt be greatly on the decline. 


Tas being the caſe, there is now a peculiar reaſon, 


why Miniſters ſhould be faithful, and exert themſelves 


with uncommon zeal— They are Stewards of the myſte- 
ries of God. Therefore, when the great and eſſential 
doctrines of the Goſpel are fo much called in queſtion, 
and practical religion is ſo much on the decline, they 
ſhould © contend ea rneſtly for the faith once Deere 
unto the ſaints,” and enforce the practice of the holy _ 
precepts of the Gaſpel, by every motive which can be de- 
rived from this or the other world.—In a time of danger, 
faithfolneſs is peculiarly requifite : and the call upon 
Miniiters, as Stewards of the myſteries of God, muſt be 
P70Þ0L tio nably urgent. 


Isnatl now paſs on to the improvement of the ſub- 
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IMPROVEMENT. : 
Sane very intereſting and important inferences nes” 
be made, from the thoughts which have been ſuggeſicd ;' 
but time will not admit of my. enlarging. on them. L 
ſhall, therefore, only ſuggeſt a few things of this kind, 
without enlar gement, and paſs on to the addreſſes which 
are uſual on occaſions like the preſent 


Ll 


Tax View We ve had may lead us to ſee, that hy-* 
mility and ſobriety become Goſpel Miniſters, Their Work 


is great and weighty—their account is ſolemn— and 


their zeal, at leaſt, is greatly diſproportioned to the im- 
portant work which is aſſigned them. 


Wx alſo ſee, from what has been ſaid, that it be- 
comes them to be painful and laborions in their attention. 
to the ſacred truths which Chriſt has revealed in the Goſ- 

pel ; for they are the ſervants of Chriſt, are to be ſubject, 
to his will; and the Goſpel is committed to their truſt, 
and they are Stewards of thoſe ſacred myſteries. 


We alſo learn, FF what has been ſaid; what care 
and caution Miniſters ought to exerciſe, in introducing. 
perſons into the work of the Gofpel Miniſtry. such as 


are thus introduced, are made the Stewards of the myſte- 


ries of God—and faithfulneſs in Stewards is always ne- 
ceflary ; but above all in the preſent caſęe.— Men of ab- 
proved abilities and unſhaten fidelityv, muſt be the only 


proper perſons to be introduced Into {uch an important 
ofiice. | 3 


Tu bare mention of theſe things muſt ſuffice.— 
ſhall now cloſe with an addreſs or two, ſuited to the 
preſent occaſion Þ 


1. To the candidate for Ordination at this time. 


D EAR SIR, 


THE obſervations which have now been made, rej a; 
tive to the work & buſineſs on which you are now about 
te 


to enter, teach you, that ir is a work of un ſpeakable ſa: 


that the myſteries of God are committed to you, not 


Can) 


lemnity—you are now to have the myſteries of God com- 
mitted to you, and to be introduced into the office of a 
Steward—you will veature to take upon you ſuch an of- 
fice,. and to enter upon the ſacred charge in the name 

and truſting upon the gracious aid of the redeemer His 


ſtrength is ſufficient, and alone ſufficient to embolden and : 
ſupport a ſenſible mind. 


vou will con ſider, that although Vou are 8 
ced into a moſt dignified office, you are but a ſervant 
of Chriſt—are to be directed and authorized in all your 
adminiſtrations by his will only and, that you being 
among the ſeryants of Jeſus Chriſt; are by no means au- 
thorized to lord it over God's heritage. 


TE Goſpel, which is now to be committed to your 
truſt, is in #s nature ſacred ; and ineportant in its influ- 
ence. That it be kept pure and nucorrupted, is a matter 
in which the g ; of Cod and the. ſalvation of the ſouls of 
men are deeply concerned. You will ever remember, 


merely for your own amuſement, profit or direction, but 
to be dealt out and communicated unto the Church and 
people of God, who are committed to your charge.—A 
very great and important branch of your work confiſts, 
in preaching and unfolding to others, the myſteries of 
God. It will, therefore, ever be important, that you 
ſtudy and pry into them, with the moſt conſtant a applica- 
tion and unremitted diligence: for unleſs you have @ 


clear underſtanding of them, you cannor unfold: them to 
others. | 


You will be careful to declare © the whole Counſel of 
Cod,” You will not caſt ſuch a reflection on the great 
author of the Goſpel, as to conclude, that he has under- 
taken to reveal any truths in his word, which are un- 
ſuitable to be held forth in your public diſcourſes. There 
are truths which may be izcomprehenſible to men, but if 
there are, Chriſt would have them enforced. There are 


troths which my bear hard on the Faxropgops and pride 
Ee. 
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of the human heart ; and in preaching them, yon may 
be expoſed to the reproaches of men of corrupt minds; 
| nevertheleſs, you muſt not ſhun to declare them—you 
muſt not ſoften them for the ſake of popular applauſe ; 

but beidly, and without fear or /hame, declare and iycul- 
cate them whether men will ** Hear or forbear. Let your" 


| diſcourſes conſiſt, not of the enticing words of man's 


wiſdom,“ but be richly fraught with divine truth. You 
are wiſely to adapt Goſpel truths to the ſpiritual cir- 
cumſtances of your flock, and to dwell more copioully 
and frequently, on thoſe doctrines which are conſidered 
as of the moſt importance in facred writ ; and your diſ- 
courſes are to be ſo framed and calculated : as ts 8 06? 
and ares ſerious minds. 


As you are t6 deal out Goſpel truths, as the ſtate of 


| yur flock may require, ſo it will ever be your duty to 
be nich converſant with them you are rightly to divide 
the word of truth, and to give te every one his portion 

in du@ ſeaſon. This will lead you to make a moſt im- 
portant diſtinctien between /aiuts and ſinner not to cry 


peace and comfort to the latter, but ta feed the formen 


with all the conſolations which can be der ived Fram Gaſs 
pel promiſes. | 


| SEE to it that you are faithful; far this is required! | 


of a Steward. Should you be unfaithful, yon would be 


unfaithful to the beſt of Lords, injure the moſt import- 


ant cauſe, and deſtroy the ſouls of men, But if, on the 


contrary, you ſhould obtain mercy of the Lord to be: 


faithful, what an important inſtrument might you be of 
doing good; and how comforting would the reflexion 
be, in the day when you ſhall be called to give an ac- 


count of your Stewardſhip How long you will be per- 
mitted to continue in aftice, no one knows, excepting: 


God ; but you cannot continue a lang time, by reafon of- 
death how early your Lord may call for you, is an im- 
penetrable ſecret. Be engaged, therefore, in your la- 


_  bors, and do all the good you can, Be inſtant in ſea · 


ſon and out of ſcaſon. 
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(30. ) 
IT is ſaitable, as 0 enter into the ſacred office, 
not only to depend on, but to acknowledge, the grace K 
mercy of God, in allotting to you ſo important a por- 
tion, as to labour in his vineyard.—In making it your 
conſi aui and daily buſineſs to attend to the ſacred truths of 
the Goſpel,” and to ſpend your life in prying into the 
myſteries of God, which are the ſource NE al” een 
comfort and confolation. 


= 


May you, Dear' Gr, ſo 1 improve your opportunities, 
and diſcharge the duties of your office, as that you may 


be made an happy inſtrument of turning many to right- 
eouſneſs, and of preſerving pure and uncorrupted, 


the 
doctrines and inſtitutions of the Goſpel among this peo- 
ple. And when you ſhall be called off from your la- 
bours, to give an account of your Stewardſhip, may you 
he ſo happy as to meet the approbation of your judge, 


and to he received into the joy of your Lord and miſter. 


2. I acx the patience: of the audience, while 1 brief. 
ly addreſs the Church and people of God in this Fiege. 


D EARLX BeroveD, 1 

F Is' is a Joyful day with you, after the gloomy. 
proſpe&s you have had, reſpecting the ſtared enjoyment 
of the Goſpel Miniſtry. We rejoice with you, that the 


clouds are diſperſed, and the. proſpects before you are ſo 
bright and flattering. 


Your paſtor-elect, Who! is now to be introduced 1 in- 
to the office of 2 Goſpel Miniſter, you are ſenſible, I 
truſt, is to receive a no Weights and important charge, — 
He is to be a Steward of che 1 myſteries of God. It wilt 
be his duty to preach to you a the doctrines of the Goſ- 
pel. Hs duty and your intereſt do require that he be 
faithful, whatever the conſequences may be. It muſt be 
your duty, therefore, to give him aid, ſapport and en- 
couragement in ſuch a work. It muſt be your duty to be 
con{tanc in attending on his preaching and adminiſtra- 
tions. You cannot weil conceive how mortifying and 
diſcouraging it maſt be to a miniſter, to ſpend the week 


in preparing to communicat e ir portant and intereſting 
truths to his people, when he enters the houſe of God, 
to be obliged to addreſs nated walls and empty ſeats. My 


brethren and friends, you will not, I truſt, thus diſcour- 


"ge and mortify your N in proferatlny ie miniſ- 


Ir be is : faithful, and ſhould 3 to you the whih 
Counſel of God, he may and will Hurt the feelings and 
wound the pride of ſinners. But then the glory of God, 
and the ſalvation of your ſouls, as well as his duty, require 
that it be done — Therefore, encourage him in being a 
plain and pungent preacher of all the truths of the Goſpel. 
And let it be your daily prayer unto God, on his behalf, 
that by grace he may be rendered ſuch a faithful miviſter, 


His charge being ſo weighty, and bighwork ſo im- 
portant, you will not increaſe his anxiety and burden, 
by a rejection of Goſpel truth, or by hard and e 


treatment of him ; ſhould you load him with trials of 


this kind, you would be moſt unmereiful and inexcufa- 
ble. You cannot expect that he will be without thoſe 
infirmities which are allotted to men in this imperfe& 


ſtate ; let theſe ſerve to exerciſe your charity, You 


will conſider him as in youth, and as yet inexperienced rela- 


tive to the trials he may meet with, and thoſe caſes of 


difficulty which call for the wiſdom and experience of 
grey hairs to direct; you will, therefore, inſtead of being 


cenſorious, and ready to put the worſt conſtruction on eve- 


ry incidental failing, * ever give him your friendly aid— 
And in caſe of an apprehended or ever a real failing, you 
will, inſtead of ſuffering prejudice to ariſe, and evil paſ- 
Godin to rankle in your hearts, or of publiſhing it to oth- 


ers, in a friendly and benevolent manner unboſom your- 


ſelves to him, who, I dare engage, will ever conſider it 


as a diſtinguiſhed mark of your benevolenee and friend- | 


mip. 


FINALLY, my brethren, & be perſed?, be of good com- 


fort, be of one mind, live in Peace and the God of lone and 
peace ſhail be with. V9, as CON- 


CONCLYSION. 


: Fir we one and all, who are PIT hacker 
Miniſters or people, be excited and quickened to fidelity. 
Let it be remembered, not only that Miniſters muſt give 
an account of their Stewardſhip, but that their hearers 
muſt alſo meet them at the bar of the great Jehovah. 
Then will be brought into view, all their tranſactions I 
With each other; not only, how Miniſters have preached = 
and diſcharged the duties of their office, but how hearers „ 
have heard and treated the ſacred truths which have 
been preached: to them. Then thoſe, who have been 
Faithful, whether Preachers of hearers, ſhall receive the re- 


. wards. of life and g/ory. But, on the other hand, thofe _ Hi 
who have been unfaithful and diſobedient, will be diſowned We 


and rejected; and receive, as their unalterable & ever-.. ³ 


- Lafting · portion, f indignation and wrath, tribulation and an- * 
guiſh. "A 
„„ Mar God have e on us all, Nee Chiſt” 8 nale 5 
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